Au Train Township Regular Board Meeting
November 12, 2018
6:00 o'clock p.m.
Pursuant to adjournment, the Au Train Township Board convened in the Community Building, Au Train,
Michigan, on the above date at 6:00 p.m.
The Meeting was called to order by Supervisor Michelle Doucette, with the following members present:
Mary Walther Johnson, Clerk; Kristy Cota, Treasurer; John Carr, Trustee and Jake Miller, Trustee.
*VISITORS PRESENT – Approximately 8 persons attended the Board Meeting. A complete sign up sheet is
on file with Clerk Rogers.
*APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Additions and Changes to the Agenda were made as necessary. MOTION by Clerk Johnson, second by
Trustee Carr, to approve the Agenda as amended. MOTION CARRIED.
*MINUTES
MOTION by Clerk Johnson, second by Supervisor Doucette, to approve the minutes of the October 8,
2018 Regular Board Meeting, as presented. MOTION CARRIED.
*BILLS AND CLAIMS
MOTION by Supervisor Doucette, second by Treasurer Cota, to accept this month’s bill list as presented
and authorize that they be paid as funds are available. DOUCETTE, YES; COTA, YES; CARR, YES;
MILLER, YES; JOHNSON, YES. MOTION CARRIED. (General Fund Checks Numbered #15967 through
#16003- Fire Fund Checks Numbered #8134 through #8154- Garbage Fund Checks Numbered #2041
and 2042- Road Fund Check Numbered 1548).
*BOARD MEMBER REPORTS •TREASURER’S REPORT - For the Month of October 31, 2018, as presented by Kristy Cota, Treasurer

GENERAL FUND CHECKING
Beginning Balance
Deposits
Interest
Disbursements
Ending Balance

FIRE FUND CHECKING
Beginning Balance
Deposits
Interest
Disbursements
Ending Balance
Certificate of Deposit

$

105,355.01
23,247.09
1.27
12,258.61

$

116,344.76

$

222,578.48
2.76
10,509.24

$

212,072.00

$

50,601.50

GARBAGE FUND CHECKING
Beginning Balance
Deposits
Interest
Disbursements
Ending Balance
ROAD FUND CHECKING
Beginning Balance
Deposits
Interest
Disbursements
Ending Balance

$

80,246.39
.93
10,893.60

$

69,353.72

$

200,045.82
2.55

$

200,048.37

*A Complete copy of the October 31, 2018 Report is on file with Clerk Johnson.
Treasurer Cota noted that the County will be printing the Winter Tax Bills at a cost of approximately
$1,500. Future bills can be printed by the Township directly.
Treasurer Cota also noted that stamps will be ordered, if needed. The cost is going up again on January
31, 2019.
*CLERK’S REPORT - Clerk Johnson updated the Board on recent activities, including information on the
General Election. 140+ absentee ballots were sent out, with a total of 620 voters. Work continues on a
recent FOIA request for Kleeman, Zoning Administrator responsibilities and finishing up reports on the
election due to the State. Audit requests were released and Au Train Township was not randomly chosen
for the State Election Audit.
*TRUSTEE’S REPORT - Trustee Miller noted that he visited the Elm Street area to review results of their
survey. Trustee Carr noted that he attended the MTA Workshop, the ZBA meeting, Planning Commission
Meeting, checked all fire halls, worked on an internet quote from TDS, reviewed the Elm Street survey
results and attended the Fire Department meeting.
*SUPERVISOR'S REPORT - Supervisor Doucette updated the Board on recent meetings attended and
contacts she had with residents over the past month. Supervisor Doucette noted that the Kleeman
Hearing was scheduled for December 13, 2018 at 10:00 am regarding the citation of Zoning Violation,
attended the ZBA Variance request hearing, Planning Commission Meeting, and the Regional Government
Meeting. The County Supervisors plan to get together to develop a plan for addressing the concerns over
Vacation Rentals. Their impact includes concerns over assessing, zoning, county building codes, and the
health department.
Supervisor Doucette also noted that she will be working on setting up a Special Meeting with the USFS to
discuss the Au Train River Public Access plan.
*SPECIAL PRESENTATION - Robert Lindbeck of the Alger County Road Commission was present and
noted that the 2018 work is complete and the Township was invoiced the $91,000 contracted amount.
He also presented the 2019 Road Improvement Plan, and contract for services, which includes Ridge
Road, Wildwood Road, Maple Grove Road, and Perch Lake Road grading.
MOTION by Clerk Johnson, second by Supervisor Doucette, to approve the Alger County Road
Commission Road Improvement Contract for Services for 2019, as presented, in the amount of $82,000
to complete work on Ridge Road, Wildwood Road, Maple Grove Road and Perch Lake Road. JOHNSON,
YES; DOUCETTE, YES; CARR, YES; COTA, YES; MILLER, YES. MOTION CARRIED.

Discussion regarding Reindeer Run and concerns over flooding north of Gerou’s was made. In addition,
information regarding the completion of Au Train Forest Lake Road in 2020 and 2021, with funding by the
USFS was provided by Mr. Lindbeck. Clerk Johnson noted that the repairs that caused road closure on
Au Train Forest Lake Road on Election Day was poor planning on the part of the ACRC and presented
challenges to voters trying to get to the polls. Mr. Lindbeck noted it was a complete oversight of their
part.
*PUBLIC COMMENTS - 7:07. Public Comments were received from Donna Shields and Pat Sanderson.
*COMMITTEE REPORTS
Financial Report - Budget Review and Amendments - Clerk Johnson presented financial reports for the
Month of October for review by the Board.
Zoning Administrator/Planning Commission/ZBA - Clerk Rogers noted that the Zoning Administrators
Report has been received and is on file. As the Board is aware, Zoning Administrator April Lark resigned
abruptly, effective October 31, 2018. Clerk Rogers will once again take over duties until a replacement is
hired.
The Planning Commission had their November Meeting and will meet on the following dates in 2019:
February 14th, May 9th, August 8th, and November 14th. All meetings will be on Thursdays starting at 7:00
pm. They are continuing to review definitions in the Zoning Ordinance and revise as necessary, look at
areas that need possible changes in Zoning, including the area of Christmas along State Highway M28.
Supervisor Doucette noted that Sarah Lindbeck is not interested in continuing with a new term due to her
school obligations, but thanked the Board for the opportunity. Clerk Johnson will advertise for the open
position for consideration at the December Board Meeting. Donna Shields submitted a letter of interest,
which was presented to the Board members.
The Zoning Board of Appeals held the Sarisan Public Hearing on their Variance Request, which was
approved. Their next organization meeting was scheduled for January 17th at 7:00 pm.
Assessor - Assessor Cameron Fuess provided his report to the Board prior to the meeting. The December
Board of Review is scheduled for December 11th at 6:00 pm. The 2019 Tax Roll is complete and
prepared for the Winter Tax bill release next month. Work continues on updating and sorting through the
parcels and designating priorities.
Maintenance Department - Ryan Walther was present to discuss recent activities from his department.
The flags at the cemetery were removed and a new lock was placed on the storage building. Ryan also
noted that Tri County Septic took care of the year end maintenance at the Heritage Trail Center
bathrooms. The Community Building septic was pumped one year ago, so that was not requested.
Plowing is being completed as necessary and he will continue with maintenance items as needed. It was
noted that the snowmobile trail groomer requested that a section of fence and 3 posts be removed at the
Trailhead. Perry King and Ryan will investigate.
Marquette Fence still expects to complete the fencing repair and upgrades, as contracted, this fall.
Community Building/Promotion - Treasurer Cota noted that there are no upcoming rentals or events
planned. Karate still continues on Sundays from 1:00-2:00. Clerk Johnson noted she was contacted
regarding possible morning use of the building for exercise classes.
Fire Department – Monthly report has been received and on file. Fire Chief Perry King was present to
discuss his report.
There was 1 call this past month. Discussion regarding the bid process for the 2007 Dodge Ram was
made. It currently has $91,687 miles. A minimum bid of $7,500 will be requested.

Discussion regarding plowing at the 16 Mile Lake Fire Hall was made. Chief King noted that the
department members will continue to take care of it, but would like a minimum of $30.00 per plowing
event. MOTION by Trustee Carr, second by Treasurer Cota, to authorize payment of $30.00 per plowing
event for Fire Department members to handle plowing services at the 16 Mile Lake Fire Hall. CARR, YES;
COTA, YES; MILLER, YES; JOHNSON, YES; DOUCETTE, YES. MOTION CARRIED.
Discussion regarding the generator maintenance was made. Chief King noted that Sanderson and Son
will take on responsibility of the maintenance and it will coincide with the MDOT Certifications of the
trucks. MOTION by Trustee Carr, second by Trustee Miller to authorize Sanderson and Son to take on
maintenance of the generators at an estimated cost of $500.00, done bi-annually. CARR, YES; MILLER,
YES; JOHNSON, YES; DOUCETTE, YES; COTA, YES. MOTION CARRIED.
Chief King noted that he stopped at the Christmas Mall to discuss the burning of furniture and debris with
the owner.
Correspondence and a request for funding from UPSET was discussed. Chief King noted he would like to
continue the relationship and recommended a contract for services with them. MOTION by Treasurer
Cota, second by Supervisor Doucette, to contract for services, in the amount of $1,500.00 with UPSET to
provide services within the Township. COTA, YES; DOUCETTE, YES; MILLER, YES; JOHNSON, YES;
CARR, YES. MOTION CARRIED.
Discussion regarding the needed repairs to the rescue rig was made. The ABS module is shot and parts
are no longer available. Chief King noted that a replacement rig would run over $50,000.00, partially set
up. He will continue to look at options to consider and review again at budget time.
County Commission Update - Commissioner/Chair Jerry Doucette was present to provide updates to the
Board on recent activities of the County Board. They include Health Insurance renewal options, employee
assistance program, flex spending accounts, the hiring of a defense attorney for the County, a possible
recount in Limestone for the commissioner position, and information regarding County Administrator
Steve Webber, who is doing a good job.
*UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Elm Street Road Access - Supervisor Doucette noted that she met with Sanderson’s and reviewed the
result of the recent property survey they had done. Property owners in the area have access to their
property and there will be no Board Action regarding Elm Avenue at this time.
It was also noted that based on the survey results, the area of Elm Avenue, north of Woodland Avenue, is
being used by Hillier’s and they have fencing placed on the right of way.
*NEW BUSINESS
Correspondence on file - Clerk Johnson presented correspondence to the Board, including a request for
funding from Valley Spur. No Board action. Correspondence from Joe Cilc, Alger County Building Codes
Administrator was also reviewed regarding John Murk and construction without a permit on N2994 Toms
Road.
Zoning Administrator - Clerk Johnson noted that the advertising for the position will be placed in The
Munising News, on Facebook and the Township website. Letters of Interest and Resumes must be
received by December 10th at 5:00 pm. Interviews will be scheduled for December 17th at 6:00 pm. Job
description and wording for the publication will be prepared by Clerk Johnson and Supervisor Doucette.
Also, as Clerk Johnson has taken on the duties of Acting Zoning Administrator, MOTION by Trustee Carr,
second by Trustee Miller, to pay Clerk Johnson the Zoning Administrator Salary of $750.00 per month,
effective November 1, 2018, through the appointment of a new Zoning Administrator. CARR, YES;
MILLER, YES; DOUCETTE, YES; JOHNSON, YES; COTA, YES. MOTION CARRIED.

2019 Meeting Dates - Clerk Rogers noted that 2019 Meeting dates will be discussed next month. After
much discussion, the 2nd Wednesday of the month may be considered rather than the current second
Monday.

Marijuana Opt In or Out - The Board should consider whether than plan to opt in or out regarding the
sale of marijuana within the Township. The Ordinance for consideration will be on the December Agenda.
*PUBLIC COMMENT - 9:32 pm. Comments were received from Katrina Cadwell requesting a street light
being moved to an existing pole on Au Train River View to offer more safety for an area that is a bus
stop.
After discussion regarding this street light and other requests, MOTION by Supervisor Doucette, second
by Trustee Miller, to relocate the street light on Au Train River View and install it on the existing pole
located at E5654 Au Train River View and approve the costs thereof related to the relocation.
DOUCETTE, YES; MILLER, YES; CARR, YES; COTA, YES; JOHNSON, YES. MOTION CARRIED.
Supervisor Doucette will begin review of current street locations and make a recommendation to the
Board for any additional changes at a future Board Meeting.
*ADJOURNMENT
Being no further business, MOTION by Clerk Johnson, second by Supervisor Doucette, to adjourn the
meeting. MOTION CARRIED. MEETING ADJOURNED at 9:39 pm.

Submitted by:

Mary Walther Johnson, Au Train Township Clerk

